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His Excellency Cyril Ramaphosa,
President, Republic of South Africa,
Union Buildings

Private Bag X1000,

PRETORIA,

0001

South Africa

Date: 29 October 2019

Our ref: S1/gl/sw

Subject: Copyright Amendment Bill

Your Excellency,

I am writing to you on behalf of the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions
(IFLA), regarding the Copyright Amendment Bill which currently awaits your signature.

My organisation — IFLA — is the global organisation for libraries, representing the interests of
libraries and library users around the world. We are lucky to benefit from a strong South African
contribution to our work, in particular though your country’s hosting of two World Library and
Information Congresses in the past twelve years and the engagement of your librarians.

As part of our advocacy for policies that enable libraries to provide users with equitable and
meaningful access to information, we have been very supportive of South Africa’s efforts to reform
its copyright laws.

Drawing on established existing best practice from around the world, the current Copyright Bill
stands to give your country the rules it needs to continue to promote home-grown education and
research. The Bill as it stands today will facilitate efforts to create a new generation of researchers,
innovators and writers in South Africa, reducing dependence on imported publications and
multinational companies.

It will also bring much-needed transparency to collective management of rights, helping to build the
legitimacy of copyright in the eyes of users, and of course implement the Marrakesh Treaty, to the
benefit of some of the most vulnerable in society. In so doing, the Bill will contribute to achieving
the Sustainable Development Goals, notably around access to information and education, and the
sharing of knowledge in order to provide for stronger, fairer and more sustainable growth.
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I am aware that you are facing pressure to reject this legislation, based on questionable assertions
about international law and claims of negative impacts that have been firmly dismissed by
governments elsewhere.

I note with particular concern the pressure being applied by foreign governments, notably by the
government of the United States on whose own fair use provisions the proposed South African
reforms are closely modelled. Efforts to subject other countries to less flexible rules than those
enjoyed by Americans merely risks reinforcing global development divides.

I therefore hope that you will be able to sign the Bill into law, and set a thereby show your leadership
in Africa and around the world.

Kind regards,

Gerald Leitner
Secretary General
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